HOW TO PHD?

(We don’t know, we are asking you)
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HOW TO LIFE

When setting our expectations, we might not be willing to accept our limitations. Anyways,
who would? Acceptance is only for the settlers, and we are forever moving towards the
possibility of failing without a safety net. However, that doesn't mean that every impact is
painless and risk-free.

It is so, that when expectations come and install without request, we do not limit them,
instead, we are to set a record and construct an average, thus, locating them below that

fanciful line.

How to life: setting your expectations below average takes onto every experience who has
ended up in disappointment. To every action which has resulted in a conclusive
dissatisfaction, to every failure, to every contradiction, to every tumbleweed without an
observer (I got tired of hearing and reading the tree in the forest metaphor), to the every, to
the none, to whatever comes to mind when expecting nothing, and everything.
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meandering The Uncanny Soul of A Place and A Being
A-Gartegraphie Encyclopedia on Curating, Communities and
Contemporary Art

“This potential is the core of my
proposition: that art has meaning,
and it can create sense of

35. Enlightenment B 34. Enchantment/Disenchan.. B 33.Eerie B 32 Empathy meaning and purpose that are
sometimes considered to lack in
the modern, neo-liberal world.
This subversive potential also
means that against the traditional
understanding of art as

autonomous sphere, art has not

B  31.Ethics, Ecologies, and En... B 30dualism B 28 Disturb, disrupt; interrupt

only autonomy as freedom and
possibilities, but it has also
responsibilities.”

B 27 difference B 26 deconstruction B 25 decolonization B 24 death
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In the middle of things
(Research on the infraordinary)

just to wait until there is
nothing left to wait for.
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Dr. Brian Fisher

—aCalifornia Academy of Sciences
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thundercrumbs:

do you think he knows

DOCTOR FISHER GET OFF THAT MANS
FACE YOU'RE A SCIENTIST NOW ACT
LIKE ONE
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The situation is confusing: while universities become more
interested in performative forms of knowledge transfer
(under labels like “science days,” “lecture performances,” or
“100 Ways of Thinking”) and keep an eye on the applicability
of their research and on new courses of study, art schools con-
tinue to dream of their own research becoming scientific or
academic—under the assumption that this is the way to politi-
cal, academic, and theoretical legitimation.

Silvia Henke, Dieter Mersch, Thomas Strissle,
Jorg Wiesel, Nicolaj van der Meulen

Manifesto of Artistic Research
A Defense Against Its Advocates

mixed with
a Declination of the Collage by Sabine Hertig (2019)



As we see artistic research 1s as dolng
things, studying the world, having an
interdisciplinary approach, related to
anthropology. It is getting lost, but
even et g lost still takes L
somewhere” (Sara Ahmed, "Queer
Phenomenology™).
The work 1s based on experience, as we
vyet cannot know new things: I wanted
experience to lead me where 1t was
leading, not to some end given 1in
advance. ..




that feeling when you take a 10

minute writing break and it
accidentally lasts six months




PhD in a nutshell

My Advisor:  what are you doing with
your life?

me: it's a surprise




Feeling something and
trying it out. Reacting to the
impulses the world or a
place gives you.

HOW THE PROCESS CONTINUED, HOW WE STARTED WORKING TOGETHER?



Interviewer: Do you have any
special talents?




Lions aren’t
very good
climbers, but
they can
jump 36 feet!

s than | probabl!




No, but it can hurt you
in other ways.
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When do you
complete your PhD?




Rare photos of me jumping to
conclusions




If only we dared to disappoint! How
amazingly our relationships could
grow if we knew how to initiate them
by disappointment! Imagine if, in the
crucial moment when a role is assigned
a job appointed, and the requisite be-
havior assumed, we had the guts to say:

Wait! What you expect me to do or be
is something | cannot possibly fulfill.

there being criteria, on things making a
difference. Irony testifies to this insist-
ence as it demonstrates that nothing can
ever said to safely be just what it is, but
that instead, there always is something
different, something more to it... [rony
is the art of laughing while cryinm
crying while laughing. It partially sus-




