
HOW TO PHD?
(We don’t know, we are asking you)





HOW TO LIFE



Anna Jensen

The Uncanny Soul of A Place and A Being
A Cartographic Encyclopedia on Curating, Communities and 

Contemporary Art

15. Caring
a) To care
b) Curiosity
16. Collectives
a) Porin kulttuurisäätö
b) Space Invaders
c) Making-with
17. Community
18. Communication
19. Continuity
a) Culture politics and strategy papers
b) Taking Over Otaniemi

20. Climate Crisis
21. Curating, Curatorial
22. (De)Center
a) Pori

b) ReposaarIntro / Manual
1. Art
2. Activism
3. Abject
4. Alienation and Anxiety
5. Affect
a) Distance
6. Anthropocene
7. Anthropology
8. Archive
9. The audience, Public & 
Spectator
a) Participation
b) Centennial
10. Becoming
11. Being-with, Co-existing
a) Living Together
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a) Biopolitics
13. Boundaries
14. Canon
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c) Global and Local
23. Death
24. Decolonization

25. Deconstructioni

c) Global and Local
23. Death
24. Decolonization
25. Deconstruction
26. Difference
27. Disturb, Disrupt
28. Desire
29. Dualism
30. Ethics and Ecologies

meandering

“This potential is the core of my 
proposition: that art has meaning, 
and it can create sense of 
meaning and purpose that are 
sometimes considered to lack in 
the modern, neo-liberal world. 
This subversive potential also 
means that against the traditional 
understanding of art as 
autonomous sphere, art has not 
only autonomy as freedom and 
possibilities, but it has also 
responsibilities.”



Andrea Coyotzi Borja

In the middle of things
(Research on the infraordinary)



Artistic research vs art is research

Process based practice that 
questions “methods”, “objectivity” and 
idea of knowledge as something 
based on scientific measurement 

WH
WHY AND HOW WE STARTED DOING 
WHAT WE DO?







Improvise. It will take you somewhere. 



Be open. Especially to failures: the problematic 
nature of failure in the experimental and artistic 
context 



Feeling something and 
trying it out. Reacting to the 
impulses the world or a 
place gives you. 

HOW THE PROCESS CONTINUED, HOW WE STARTED WORKING TOGETHER? 



Talent is nothing, stubbornness and 
persistence are everything. 

WHAT IS OUR “WORKING”, WHAT DO WE 
ACTUALLY DO?



question: how to mediate things? how to talk about things that are 
outside everyday knowledge? 

AND THE PROCESS BEING WHAT IT IS, HOW DO WE MEDIATE IT? 
HOW DO WE FORMULATE THIS INTO SOMETHING THAT PASSES 
AS RESEARCH?



Time: how to manage 
combining your work with your 
“research” when they are 
elementary the same thing but 
also would actually both require 
full time attention? 

How to have the needed 
amount of alienation to be able 
to concentrate on the writing 
process while still maintain 
contact with your field and the 
contemporary discourses? 



Intuition and proving it 
right. 

Questioning the 
conception of “truth” 

Experimental and 
experiential knowledge

Non-knowledge

WHERE ARE WE NOW? 
WHAT WILL HAPPEN 
NEXT?




